Embassy of the United States of America
Khartoum, Sudan

For Immediate Release November 17, 2008

On November 17, 2008, the National Assembly approved the creation of the
National Electoral Commission (NEC), responsible for overseeing elections in Sudan.
We welcome the appointment of the NEC, and urge it to cooperate closely with the
international community as it prepares for elections.

Unfortunately, the same day the Government of Sudan also arrested more than 60
local journalists who were protesting against prolonged state censorship of their
newspapers in Khartoum.

The U.S. government condemns today’s detentions and continues to deplore
infringements by the Government of Sudan upon freedom of the press and expression.
We again call upon the Government of National Unity to end media censorship.

The U.S. government strongly believes that a free press is vital to the health of
democracy and an essential factor in continuing the dialogue of peace throughout Sudan
in fulfillment of the 2005 Comprehensive Peace Agreement and other internationally
witnessed accords, particularly in the run-up to 2009 national elections.
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For further information, please contact the U S. Embassy’s Public Affairs Section
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